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With th¡e war,'rn:t:traq.;andtthe muddle of the Uiddlel fas,t, the tíme'is ripe
for the'U,S;,ió reduie'm i on oil from the Fersian Gulf-but

the West is indeed cultural, it is driven by the
economics of energy ærd in paficular, oil.

The rise of oil is widespread inindusty and
will be ineplaceable in the tiansportation sec-
tor for decades. It also will be in short supply
soon, according to Claude Mandil, executive
director,of the Intemational Energy Agency,
who wâms fhat'ttre world's enetgy economy
is on a pathway that is plainly not sustainable,"
and is one that will lead ftom'crisis to crisis."
The IEA prcdicts that many of the oit fields

,1,:'i. !.t¡s,*¿-'.eo.opp.depe¡donwillìpcqliin,
the next five to seven years-and this includes
ttiose of Russi4 the U:S-, Mexico, and Nor-
way- It is estinated that world energ5r demand

,-ivill increase at læst 5O7o bv 2030. To meet
':ttl¡-'¿eman4 the qrgqli?atiú of thé Pet¡ole

,Un E{@lg CounEies (OPEC); wherc most

.,of thç world?s rcmaining readily accesúble oil
ri5rf6u¡d, practipally will have to double its
production, Most of that increase must come
:fromSaudi Ar¿bia Ir¿n, andlraq.
I '?eak oil" theorists assert that there will be
growing conflict over the remaining oil re-
sources and a high probability of a worldwide
economic collapse. Such claims, however,
show a misunde¡standing of the meaning of
"oil reserves." These ¡eserves depend on price
and are not a direct measure of the anrount of
oil physically available in ttre ground There is
plenty of oil, perhaps as much as the 7.2 tillion

barrels estinatedby ExxonMohil, but fhese re-
serves cannot be bnìught to market as cheaply
as oilftomthePersian Gulf- and theeconomics
of oil dictaæ úat cheaper oil will be usç4 fir-st
Moreoveç lhese sources cannot begin produc-
tion immçdiately; there is a rampup period of
years. If the phasing in ofrsuchrrcsorves'does
not Íratch úedecline of cuÍent oil fields. ris.
ing prices Zrnd conflict over resources a¡e in-
evitable.

The members of OPEC recpntly agr€€d to
cut prodrrction to show their determination to
defènd $60 per banel as a minimum intema-
úonal price. This is high enough to allow a
good profit to be made on oil ftom shale or tar
sands, of which North America has enormous
quantities. However, the Saudis know full well
úrat it is unlikely anyone will invest the many
billions ofdollars needed to produce enough
oil from these sources to thrcaten OPEC dom-

'.
N THE;SUMMER of 1993. Samuel
Huntinglon published an article ii For-
ejgn Afqirs thar intoduced an apt:phrasé


