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Bipartisan Gommission Energiy StrateÉU Backs
Expansion of Nuclear Power

A bipartisan group of experts is¡u-e{qç$gtegltoday to address long-term U.S. energy
challenges, recornmending éÍpansi-o¡lof nuclear power as one way to rneet risìng uñigy
demand.

The privately frrudcdNational Commissio¡¡ on Energy Policy has spent the past two years
dgvcloping policy rccommendations on oil seourity, climatc change and natrual gas sup-
ply, in addition to the frrtu¡e of nuclear energ.y and other issues-

lThe cornmission issued its findings in the report, "Ending thc l3nergy Stalemate: A tsipar-
i tisan Strategi to Meet Amerioals Energy Challenges."

j '?oliti"ul q¡rd rçgional polarizatíon has produced an energy stalemaæ, prevørfing Amer-
lca from adopting seusible approaches_to some of our biggest energy probletrs,'\aid
John Rowe, commission co-chai¡ andèhairtnan and chief execuf¡*-offi""r ofExelon
9ofp. "Vy'e believe that this package of recomâendations can be of value to Congress arrd
lhc Administra{ion in energy legislation next year arrd. beyond."

The report is expocted to bc signifiqant in vÍew of the broad Ënge of víews represented
by the commission,.which included representatives from industry, government, labor,
acaderni4 and environrne¡rtal and'consumer groups.

The commission recommcnds that to ensure nuclear power's role in meeting future en-
ergy needs, the federal governrnent must

. fiffiIl existing commitments on nuclear waste management

. providc $2 billion over the next 10 years for researoh, d.evelopment, demonsha-
tion and deployment of one to two advanced nuclear reactorJ

. significantly strengthen the intcrnational nonpmlítèration regime.

However, expansion of nualear ënergy requires addressing conceurs about cost, safet¡2,
waste rnanagement and proliferation risks, said John Holdreq committeç co-chair anã
professor of environmental policy atHa¡vardUniversit5r's Kennedy School of Govern-
ment.
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"Given the risks of climate change that face all of the low-carbon and no carbon supply

9_p!g"*, it y_ould be¡Sfruden¡,in tlrg extreme¡ot to try to keep the nuolear option open,"
Holdren said.

'l'he commission also recomsrended mandatory limits on greenhouse gris enrissíons. The
Iimits would include tradable oredils and would link subsequent astion to the efforts of
countries, especially China, India and tsrazil.

"The com.rrission believes the Unitcd Søtes must take rcsponsibility for addressing its
contribdion to the risks of climate chauge," said Rowe. "Bt¡t we must'do so in a manner
that recognizcs the global nature ofthe challenge and does not harm thc competitive posi-
tion of U.S. businesses internationally. Our plan meets those goals."

In add.ition, thc corrmissio., recomÀended that the United States pursüe thc use of more
natural gas, including the constuction of an Alaskan gas pipeline; advanced coal tech-
nologies, such as coal gasification; and additional use of renewablcs.

The reporl. tecommends that the,fcderal government cxtend production tær credits to in-
clude advanced nuclear and new hydropower as well as solar, geothermal and wind.

The fult rcport and summary of recommendations is available on the commission's web-
site at httu:4wwwenergvcommi-ssion-org/.
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inþrmation on this INFQWIRE, contact Jarret A¿lamt at 202.739.8152 or
email atiwg@nei-ory. To contact ¿t Nucleæ Energt Instítule stgfer outside ofworkíng
hours, call 703. 644.8805.


